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September 2025 issue deadlines: Articles, photographs, etc must be sent to the
appropriate Village Correspondent (contact details at the head of each village section) by
8th August for the September issue. Contributions from outside the Bride Valley should be
emailed to bvnburton@gmail.com. Handwritten or typed copy should be delivered to
village correspondents well before the deadline. Please contact bvctc@outlook.com for
information on advertising in the BVN. Articles, notices and advertisements in this
magazine may not necessarily represent or reflect the views of the Editor or the people
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found at bvn.org.uk or via links on the Bride Valley village websites.

Note: Contributors are asked to note that space in the BVN is strictly limited and the
Editor reserves the right to edit or refuse submissions and cannot guarantee that items
will be included.

The Bride Valley News is delivered to every home in the valley and is entirely
produced and distributed by volunteers. Donations to help us continue to provide
the magazine would be welcome and if you feel able to contribute - please make
a BACS payment to:

Account: ‘Bride Valley Churches Team Council’, Sort code 30-91-21

Account number 00074071............ and please quote BVN.




The Bride Valley & Chesil Churches

St Mary The Virgin: Burton Bradstock

St Mary: Litton Cheney

St Michael & All Angels: Littlebredy

St Peter: Long Bredy

Chilcombe (dedication unknown)

St Mary The Blessed Virgin: Puncknowle
St Martin: Shipton Gorge

Holy Trinity: Swyre

Rector: Rev'd Andrew Rawding (01308) 898799 Associate
Priest: Rev’d Margaret Preuss Higham (01305) 873978

To enquire about Baptisms, Marriages or Funeral
arrangements in the Bride Valley Churches of Burton
Bradstock, Chilcombe, Litton Cheney, Littlebredy, Long Bredy,
Shipton Gorge, Puncknowle or Swyre please contact
Rev’'d Rawding by phone (see above) or
email rectorbridevalleychesil@gmail.com
You can also use www.acny.com for Baptism and Marriage
enquiries. Contact Rev’'d Margaret Preuss Higham by phone
(see above) or
email revmph@gmail.com for enquiries in the Chesil Churches
of Abbotsbury, Portesham or Langton Herring.

Lay Pastoral Assistants

We have 3 Lay Pastoral Assistants in our team and they are available for
anyone throughout our community and can respond to any need, great or
small, for pastoral care.

The team are: Jenny: 01308 898768, Liz: 01308 897451 alternatively you
can get in touch with your churchwarden, or Helen Fry, Benefice
Administrator on 01308 897260. Home communion is available by
arrangement. If you would like to become an LPA, please have a look at the
Diocese of Salisbury webpage:
https://www.salisbury.anglican.org/whoweare/news/is-god-calling-you-to-be-
a-lay-pastoral-assistant-, and then chat with Rector Andrew.



From the Rectory

Dear friends,
What is your good news? Where is your good news?

The good news from me, writing on 14th July, is that I/we have survived our
first year living in the rectory, and | have completed my first year as Rector of
the twelve Bride Valley & Chesil churches. Moving to beautiful west Dorset
has been good news for us as a family. We want to continue to live in good
news. But how will we, or can anyone, manage to live in good news when at
times we seem to be surrounded by bad news?

When | attended for interviews prior to being offered the role as Rector, | was
asked if | had any questions at the end of the each of the two interview
panels. | had one question for everyone sat around the table: what is your
good news? In this context | was really asking: what is your ‘Gospel’? What
is at the heart of your Christian faith? Or if we take Christianity out of it, what
keeps you going when all else seems lost? What is the light in the darkness
for you? Where is your hope? Where is your love?

When I'm struggling, | get out into the garden to find good news. It could be
new growth beyond my control which reminds me of the life-giving power of
creation, or it could be my ability to pull out a ‘weed’ which helps me feel in
control. Or | go for a run, grateful that | can run, when many others can’t. Or |
reflect on the love of my family and give thanks for how blessed | am. These
things | consciously reinforce as good news to bring a smile to my face. For
you it might be different. Whatever could be good news for you, focusing on
it, engaging with it, making time for it and being grateful for it could be good
for you. In positive psychology or ‘happiness research’ finding the good
news in our lives and being grateful for it can lead us to have more optimistic
and healthier lives. The simpler the good news the better.

As Rector, I'm constantly reflecting on what the ‘good news’ is that | could or
should be promoting in our churches. Some Christians are convinced they
know what the good news is, but I'm not so sure. In fact, some of the so-
called ‘good news’ makes me uncomfortable, particularly when the starting
point is one where we’re all supposed to be deserving of divine punishment
because we're all ‘miserable offenders’ or ‘sinners’. That’s not good news at
all. This type of being ‘saved’ just seems like a mechanism to keep people in
their place, reinforce guilt and shame, and control lives. If it was such good



news our churches would be packed. They are not. The good news for many
is that they don’t have to go near a church.

Increasingly I'm now thinking the question is not ‘what is my good news?’ or
‘where is my good news?’, but rather ‘am | good news?’ When people
encounter me do they encounter good news? Not because I’'m constantly full
of positivity and cheerfulness (which I’'m not), but because there is
something that connects with their bad news to an extent where at the basic
level, they know and feel the good news that they are not suffering on their
own, their pain has been acknowledged, love, gentleness and kindness is
present. | don’t always have that, but if | did it would be the good news of
compassion, the willingness to share in someone else’s suffering, climb into
the darkness with them, and feel their pain. It would be love in action.

Is compassion the good news at the heart of Christianity? If it is, then a
question for us in the churches is: are we compassionate? Is the way we are
as individuals, and the way we are as church communities good news?
Maybe it’s a question for us all throughout our communities, in our pubs,
schools, village halls, and WhatsApp groups and Facebook pages too. Could
we through our kindness and compassion, and love in action be the good
news, the lights in the darkness, the hope, and the love that we all need?

Andrew

Church Floodlighting

If you would like to have a church floodlit for a baptism or wedding, or in
memory of someone, please speak to the following: Burton Bradstock: lan
Ibbotson 898484, Shipton Gorge: Phyl Webster 898657, Litton Cheney:
Freddie Spicer 482617.

Safeguarding

The Churches of this Benefice have adopted the House of Bishops
safeguarding policy and are 'Promoting Safer Churches'. The Benefice
Churches have an open door to all survivors.

For further information or support please contact our Safeguarding Officer: -
Les Keatley. Tel: - 07833545450 email: - Les@Keatley.me.uk



From the Registers

Funeral:
Judith Stanford at Burton Bradstock 10th July

Burial of Ashes:

Jean Salisbury at Long Bredy 30t June

Neville Mason at Litton Cheney 4th July

Simon Martindale at Burton Bradstock 7th July

Wedding blessing

Nicholas and Carrie Lowe, Burton Bradstock 30t June
Anna and Alasdair Warren, Litton Cheney 5t July

Will you join us on a
Pilgrimage of Peace?

Everyone is welcome to join one of our
regular walks where we explore the
amazing area that we live in and find
out more about the Saints and Sailors
of the Jurassic Churches. Dogs on leads are welcome. Please wear stout
walking shoes and bring water to keep hydrated on the route.

24th August:

Starting and finishing at Corton Chapel. Meet at 3.00pm. Find out more
about one of the Saints of the Bride Valley and Chesil Churches, St
Bartholomew, on St Bartholomew’s day! Enjoy a glorious walk and have a
look at the wonderful chapel at Corton.

31st August:

Meet at the car park at West Bexington at 3.00pm for a walk that will explore
the area and the link to the Jurassic Saints and Sailors. Will you find the site
of the ancient church that was raided? This walk will last approximately 60 -
90 minutes. And to which Saint was it dedicated?

For further information, please contact the Rector.



BRIDE VALLEY CAR SERVICE

The BVCS is a volunteer scheme offering residents of the
Bride Valley transport to and from medical appointments
when they are unable to drive themselves or be driven by
relatives or friends.
Clients are charged a mileage fee (currently 50p per mile)
plus a standard charge (currently £2.00 per journey).

Because the service depends on the availability of
volunteer drivers, clients are asked to give as much notice
as possible - we are unlikely to be able to respond to
requests within 48 hours of an appointment.

To book a journey please call our
voluntary co-ordinator on
07393 607025
We always welcome new drivers.

Thorners CE VA School

Year 6 truly made the most of their last few weeks of
primary school - packing the days with an array of activities
and their usual commitment to everything.

With the help of Mrs Biggins, Mrs Darley and Mrs Shaw, the children put on a
production of Romeo and Juliet out on the LATCH field for parents and the
rest of the school. The sun blazed down on our star-crossed lovers and, in
the heat, all felt whisked away to fair Verona. Well done to the children for
learning their lines so well and for amazing signing, guitar playing and super
sword fighting.

As well as this, Year 6 put on a SAMBA Drumming concert for everyone -
after their 10 weeks of tuition on samba instruments from the Dorset Music
Service. It was wonderful (if somewhat deafening) to see the children put so
much into their music and it was lovely to see their confidence in front of an
audience grow with each song they shared.



Year 6 have also been on a wonderful
residential trip to Hooke Court - where
they loved the mud run and bridging the
moat. Although not much sleep was had,
it was a fantastic way to cap off an
amazing last year. We were also thrilled
to see the Year 6s do so well in their
SATs - they are looking forward to
celebrating in the traditional manner next
week by pushing me in the pool on the
last day (given the weather | am also
looking forward to it this year too!).

Across the school the children
showcased their swimming skills in our
swimming galas last week - with parents
watching the progress their children have
made as well as some closely fought
races in the older classes. Thanks again
to Cresta Leisure for all the help with the
pool this year. The weather has been very
kind of course but it is an utter joy to see
the children gain so much water
confidence. This year, thanks to Ms Atkin
and Mrs Smith now qualifying as Level 1
swim teachers, alongside our visiting
swim coaches Dan and Amy, the younger
children have had all their sessions led
by qualified coaches and it is clear to see
the impact this makes on the children's
technique.

Lastly, we look forward to our service in Church and final assembly with the
leavers as they head off to secondary school - you have been an incredible
year group and we wish you the very best as you head off this summer.

Mike Sitch, Headmaster



Burton Bradstock CE Primary School
‘Do justice; love kindness; and walk humbly with God’
(Micah 6:8)

We are inspired by this verse from the bible and how it
shapes all we do. We all believe that fairness, kindness and
being humble are the key to flourishing for all. The links between this and
our school values of Happiness, Friendship, Hope, Love, Courage and
Respect are clear.

It has been another busy and successful
end to the term here at Burton Bradstock,
with a wonderful array of trips, events, and
celebrations taking place. We were
delighted to hold our school Sports Day and
it was fantastic to see such brilliant
sportsmanship and enthusiasm from all the
children. A huge thank you must go to our
wonderful Friends of the School, whose
help in organising the day and providing
much-needed refreshments was
invaluable.

It has been a particularly busy period for
school trips. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils
had a fantastic residential visit to
Bristol, where they took part in a variety
of cultural activities which culminated in
an unforgettable trip to the Hippodrome
to see the acclaimed production of
‘Warhorse’. As is now a happy tradition,
we took our Year 6 cohort to Salisbury
for their leavers' trip to visit the stunning
Cathedral and to enjoy a celebratory
meal at Prezzo.



A small group of children also visited the
celebration event following on from the
highly successful ‘Stampede by the Sea’
art trail. We are really looking forward to
our elephant, Burt, coming to live with
us at school!

As | write, our Robins class are enjoying

their end-of-year trip to Dorchester and

Weymouth, which includes a train ride

and a visit to the library! Our Wagtails

class are also looking forward to their visit to Foxdown Farm before the end
of term.

We recently held our whole-school transition day, where the children had a
wonderful time meeting their new teachers for September. The class
structure for the new academic year will be: Wagtails with Mrs Geraghty,
Robins with Mrs Varndell-Paulley, Kingfishers with Mr Proudfoot, and Owls
with Mrs Brown. The day was a great success and there is a real sense of
excitement for the start of term.

Finally, we must say a huge well done to our Year 6 pupils for their amazing
SATs results. We are incredibly proud of the hard work and dedication they
have shown, and we wish them all the best as they embark on the next
chapter at their new schools.

A huge congratulations to our Junior

Youth Speaks team who won the

recent competition at Burton

Bradstock Village Hall. Their motion -

The school holidays are too long and

should be shorter - was well received

by the audience and they showed

fantastic public speaking skills and

teamwork. Thank you to the Rotary

Club of Bridport for putting on this

fantastic event and to Mrs Baker and Mrs Ward from The Sir John Colfox
Academy for giving up their time to judge the competition.
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To stay up-to-date with all our news and events please follow our Facebook
page:_https://www.facebook.com/BurtonBradstockPrimarySchool or the
hashtags #LoveWhereWelearn #TeamBurton!

We have spaces available in our Pre-School from September for children
who will turn four that academic year. If you would like to visit our happy and
friendly village school, please contact the school office to arrange a tour:
01308 897369 or office@burtonbradstockprimary.org

Have a great summer from all at Burton Bradstock School.

Adam Gough, Headteacher

Our Night Sky in August 2025

Saturn will be high in the sky throughout the night,
while Venus and Jupiter will be rising in the East at
about 0400. Orion will also be awaking from his
long summer sleep, joining the two planets

The Times Newspaper recently contained an
article claiming that recent studies suggest that the Moon's surface may
hold a treasure trove of precious metals, including platinum, worth
potentially trillions of dollars. These metals, part of the platinum group, are
believed to have been deposited by asteroid impacts over billions of years.
The Moon lacks an atmosphere and geological processes able to bury these
deposits, making them potentially accessible on the surface.

However, unless you have the financial resources to take advantage of this
wealthy deposit, | suggest you leave it to the USA and the Chinese to argue
over who gets what. Bill Turnill

Bride Valley WI

As the wonderful weather continues the Bride Valley WI visited East
Shilvinghampton Farm and their resident Alpacas. We were introduced to
Alan, Chewbacca, Jerrico and the writer’s favourite, Nimrod. The Alpacas
were cared for by Henry. A personable, professional and very well-informed
host. He told us about how he started at 13/14 and how as on most farms
diversity is a necessity in the 21st century. The Alpacas were more than
obliging in letting us walk them a short way up the shaded track and back.
We were also treated to a close encounter with Colin and Colt only 3 weeks
old. They were no bigger than an average goat and very cute indeed. The
evening was complete when homemade flapjack and drinks were provided
by Joby, Henry’s mum, and we were able to enjoy the fantastic views
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surrounding the farm.

Our June walk, again enjoyed on a beautiful summer’s evening took us to
Bridport. We walked along the river Brit, through the orchard and past St
Mary’s Church. Learning about various buildings on the way and hearing
from our local, knowledgeable members. We made our way up to Conygar
Hill and admired the view over to West Bay returning to our cars via the river
Asker.

The skittles team are still playing for fun every other Tuesday and are
gearing up, putting in lots of practice for the Dorset Federation league.

If you are interested in joining us, we meet every third Thursday at
Puncknowle Village Hall at 7:30pm.
Contact us at: Bridevalleywi@gmail.com

The Bride Valley Book Club Review
“The Garden of Evening Mists” by Tan Twan Eng

We were intrigued by this novel set in the Cameron Highlands tea plantation
district of Malaysia. The narrator is Yun Ling, a Malayan but of Chinese
heritage, who as a young teenager is interned in one of Japan’s WW2 jungle
internment camps. Her older sister is coerced into acting as a “comfort
woman” for the Japanese troops. As the sole survivor of the camp, Yun Ling
later works for the war crimes commission before completing her education
and legal training in the UK. She returns to work as a prosecutor in Malaya
but interrupts her career to become an apprentice to the mysterious ex
imperial Japanese gardener, Arimoto. The time fame covered by this novel is
complex - moving between traumatic memories of the camp, Yun Ling’s time
after the war when she works on the traditional Japanese garden close to
the hill station/tea plantation where she has family connections - and finally
Yun Ling as a 60+ retired judge who returns to the garden she has helped
build. Many aspects of Japanese culture and Malay history are covered in
this novel - the art and beauty of gardens, the communist guerilla insurgency
of the 1960s, tea ceremonies, archery, the colonial legacy, the Japanese
humiliation in defeat after the atom bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a
kamikaze pilot who survived by mere chance, the art of woodcut prints and
how the interplay of forgetfulness and memory can conspire to both hide
and reveal truths. This hardly does justice to this delicate but haunting tale.
We agreed it was a rewarding book for anyone interested in Japanese
culture and how war shapes the lives of those caught up in the tragedy.

Liz Pinfield
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Weldmar Hospicecare is thrilled to
announce the resounding success of its
inaugural art trail, Stampede by the Sea,
which has raised an incredible £182,500 for
the charity.

The highlight of the auction was the sale of
"Sanctuary," a breath-taking sculpture
designed and painted by Bridport-based artist
Nicola Dennis. This stunning piece, which had been located outside the
Weldmar Hospicecare shop in Bridport during the trail, featured an array of
wildlife and fetched an impressive £25,000.

Nicola says, "I am absolutely delighted that Sanctuary raised that amount.”

Long-time Weldmar supporter, actor Martin Clunes, also attended the
auction, lending his support by assisting in the auctioning of "Round and
About Dorset in Cartoons." This smaller sculpture, designed by artist Lyndon
Wall and featuring caricatures of celebrities with Dorset connections and
well-known local events, sold for £20,000.

Littlebredy Walled Garden opening

The walled garden in
Littlebredy will be open
to the public from
2.00pm-5.00pm on
Wednesday and Sunday
afternoons until
September. Everyone is
welcome to visit!
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ad‘ Events For Children in August
” /.—— At Litton Cheney Comnmunity Rall
Creative Clay
Friday 8% August 10.00am — 12.30pm

Make your own clay pot octopus
Diress for mess!

Suitable for age7+ - £6.00

Booking is essential as places are limited

The Mushroonm Show

By Scratchworks Theatre
Manday 18™ August 2.66pm - 3.66pm

Storytelling, physical eomedy and
inferactive games, exploring the
wonderful world of fungi.

Suitable for children age 5+
{rust be accompanied by an aduls)

Children £8, Adults £6, Family £24

Tickets for both events are available from Patricia, tel./text 07799612941 /
01308 482514 or book online via Artsreach.co.uk
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New staff update

In July we welcomed several new faces to our ever-growing team.

Sarah Mcnulty joins us as the Site Operations Manager at the Dorchester branch.

Emily Sanders is our new practice nurse, working predominantly at Dorchester but you may see her around
at Portesham too.

Julie Strange and Yasemin Guler both join our Patient Services Team.

Digital Support
/¥Do you need digital support?
/¥Do you want to build your confidence when using a tablet, smartphone or laptop?
/¥Do you want to learn how to use your NHS app?
Why not get booked in for a FREE session with our Digital Champion Mike Watson?
Every Monday at 14.00, 14.45 and 15.30 at our Dorchester branch.
Please book using the Dorset Hotline 01305 221048
+/Remember to Bring Your Own Device
+/One-to-one sessions are Free
+/Have as many sessions as you need
/Help is not limited to the NHS apps
v Support for all aspects of online safety

Flu and Covid Vaccination date reminder (Covid vaccination available subject to elij and vaccine
availability)

Wednesday 1 October Morning only Dorchester

Thursday 2 October Morning only Dorchester

Saturday 4 October Portesham Village Hall

Tuesday 7 October Late afternoon Dorchester Under 65 only

Saturday 11 October Dorchester

Tuesday 14 October Late afternoon Dorchester Under 65 only

Wednesday 29 October Litton Cheney Village Hall

Book your Flu vaccination, when you receive the invitation. If you are eligible for the Covid vaccine you can
choose to receive this at the same time, subject to vaccine availability — just let us know when you turn up
for your Flu jab!

Insect bites/stings

Did you know you can get treatment for infected insect bites via the Pharmacy First service? Pharmacy First services
can provide prescription only NHS treatment for seven common conditions, including infected insect bites. You can
just pop along to your nearest pharmacy, and you don’t need an appointment.

For more information search NHS Pharmacy First.

Surgery website - www.princeofwalessurgery.co.uk On Facebook -> Prince of Wales surgery and - Portesham
Patient News.
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National
Trust

Creative Coast Club

at Hive Beach

Join us EVERY Wednesday this summer for FREE fun on the beach

30th July meet Oops Wow Messy Art & Thriving Wild for Art & Nature Exploration - 13:00 - 16:00
6th August - Yoga with Leah and Art with Rowan Beecham - 10:00 - 13:00

13th August join Pete Margerum and get creative with found & recycled materials and let your imagination
run wild - 13:00 - 16:00

20th August Oops Wow Messy Art & Yoga with Leah - 10:00 - 13:00
27th August is Yoga with Leah & Art with Rowan Beecham - 13:00 - 16:00
3rd September meet Oops Wow Messy Art & Thriving Wild for Art & Nature Exploration - 10:00 - 13:00
These are all drop in sessions, booking is not necessary.
Everyone is welcome.
See our webpage for more details:

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/dorset/hive-beach
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Shipton Gorge

Village Correspondent: Richard Hewlett
Greenways, Shipton Gorge

01308 787278 richardhewlett419@gmail.com |}
Village web-site: www.shiptongorge.org.uk

Welcome to our village diary. Just search for Shipton Gorge Diary or go
directly to https://shiptongorgediary.co.uk/. You will be able to find out all
that’s going on in the village from the Village Society, the New Inn/New Inn
Support, the Village Hall, Shipton Gorge Heritage, the Parish Council, the
Parochial Church Council and other event organisers.

St Martin’s Church

August Floodlight Sponsors:

Ann Thimont For Helen & Chris’ Wedding Anniversary on 6th

Kim Bloomfield Happy Birthday to daughter Lucie & Son Alex.
Shirley Addison in loving memory of Peter & his parents Renee & Joe
Addison.

Doreen appreciating her life in Shipton Gorge

Thank you to our generous sponsors for lighting up St Martin’s.

We are very short of sponsors for the months ahead so your support is most
important to the Church and is very much appreciated.

For a suggested donation of £5, you can light up the Church and the Village.
Your occasion will be mentioned in the Bride Valley News, and on posters on
the notice boards. Thank you, James, for replacing the old notice board on
the church gate. Please contact Phyl Webster on 01308 898657 or push a
note through Cuckoo Cottage post-box.

Our Church Services

On 10t August: Morning Worship. 9.30am

(Breakfast Church is on holiday for the summer and will return on the

2nd Sunday of September, the 14th)

24th August at 11.00am. Holy Communion

Also a date to look forward to is 21st September. There is to be Harvest
Festival at 5pm followed by a 'Bring and Share' supper in the Village Hall. It's
a great opportunity to meet up with other members of the community!
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And finally, thank you to the team who work so hard looking after the
churchyard. This is much appreciated by everyone who visits, whether that
be to the church or out on a walk!

Take part in the Big Butterfly Count

Enjoy the wonderful surroundings of St Martin’s Churchyard and take part in
the Big Butterfly Count in the churchyard between 18th of July and 10th of
August? Search for Big Butterfly Count on the internet to see how to take
part, or pick up an id leaflet in church and instructions! (There is a free app
to download too.)

Photographing animals and wildlife in and around St Martin’s

Photograph your dog on their daily walk, a deer in the field, butterflies, bees,
wonderful webs, glow worms in the wall or maybe some of the birdlife!

We'll create a display at church during this summer to celebrate all things
animals and wildlife - send your photos to bvchurchesta@outlook.com or pin
them to the display board in the Breakfast Church window.

Free Summer Holiday Activities for Families

Bring a picnic to the churchyard to enjoy the views and have a look for
wildlife while you are there! There will be spotter’s guides to borrow!
Have a go at the free colouring activities or crafty activities in church!

Village Hall
July 2025 100 Club Draw results

1st 48 £25 Emma Welman
2nd 125 £10 Mark Welman
3rd 85 £5 Tony Rogers

Congratulations to all winners

Shipton Gorge Heritage

Heritage Gin Club - The winners in the July draw
were Lesley and Graham Garner - well done both of
you - hope you enjoyed the Conker gin. For info,
there might be a few tickets available for the year
starting in August - please let us know and you might
be lucky.
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Saunders Richardson Wood

Not too much to report in the wood - the undergrowth has managed to find
enough moisture to carry on growing and the shade from the trees is very
welcome while working in it. We have tried to keep areas around the
gateways and tracks clear where possible. The nettle fertiliser should be
bottled and ready for sale. We intend to open the wood on Wednesday 13th
August from 11.00am to midday. If you would like to come along and either
help or have a walk round, that would be great. This is a members’ only
event but we can sign you up on the day and there is no charge to join.

Shipton Gorge Orchard

The fruit trees in the Orchard are
now bearing fruit with varying
degrees of success. The Beauty of
Bath and Devonshire Quarrenden -
both dessert apples - are normally
ready July/August - the rest will be
ready to pick September onwards.
A little surprise was our new little
tree - Strawberry Norman -- which
has produced a single apple -
small but perfectly formed! The
ragwort has been pulled up and the
scything chap has been round and
cut large areas of the long grass -
trying to avoid the patches of
wildflowers which have seeded
around the Orchard. We will be
doing some work on Monday 4
August 11.00am to midday. All residents are welcome to come along.

We will have a stall at the Village Fete on Saturday 9th August and the
fertiliser will be available then. We will also have a selection of old-fashioned
sweets ready to be weighed and bagged. Please come along and find out
what we do around the village - we are always looking for new members
either to help out or just show an interest and support us.

You still have chance to help with the Big Butterfly Count which runs to 10th
August. The Butterfly Conservation Trust website will give you more details.
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Our impression is that numbers are better than last year - but firm data is
needed to confirm this.

For those who like to plan ahead - particularly if you intend to do any jam
making or preserving - the Apple Day Produce Sale will be held this year on
Saturday 25t October in the Village Hall. Perhaps make a jar to two more for
the sale? More details nearer the time.

If you would like to become a member, or are interested in supporting the
charity in any way, please contact Anne Crowe on 07393 214635 or email
annecrowe2016@hotmail.com

Details as usual on our website:
http://www.shiptongorge.org.uk/Shipton_Gorge_Heritage_ 16417.aspx
and in the Shipton Gorge Diary https://www.shiptongorgediary.co.uk

Litton Cheney

Village Correspondent: John Firrell
jfirrell20@gmail.com Tel: 01308 482313
Village web-site www.littoncheney.org.uk

St. Mary’s Church

Our services continue as usual at 9.30am each Sunday except for the 17t
when there is Evensong at 6.00pm - a lovely way to end a summer’s day.

On 31st, which is a fifth Sunday in the month, there will not be a service here,
but there is a United Benefice Service of Holy Communion in Portesham
Village Hall, followed by a Bring & Share Lunch.

Looking ahead to September, St. Mary’s will be hosting a Village Café at
LATCH on Saturday 6t September in aid of St. Mary’s. Grand Draw tickets
will be going on sale around the village shortly. On the day there will be a
bottle tombola, produce, cakes and art stalls.

Buildings like our beautiful church need constant maintenance as well as
loving care so we hope you will join us on the day to help raise plenty of
money for the upkeep of the church and churchyard.
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Also coming up, a new initiative “Community Church” at LATCH on 28th
September at 4.00 pm. We hope families and others who would prefer a less
formal approach to worship will be tempted to come along and try it out.

If you would like the church to be floodlit any day for a special occasion for
£5, please contact Freddie Spicer (482617)

Parish Council - Next Meeting: Tuesday 9th September

Our September meeting begins at 7.00pm in the Meeting Room of the
Community Hall. Do join us.

Vacancies - We currently have two vacancies on the Parish Council. If you
are looking at some way in which you can serve your community, contact our
Parish Clerk or a Parish Councillor to find out more. Those of us who have
served many years can attest that the job is not arduous or overly time-
consuming, but it does require some due diligence and an ability to pick up
on local concerns.

IT News

Openreach carried works to the properties in Litton Hill in the latter part of
June which should allow fibre connections to the properties, but as yet the
website is not suggesting that supply is available, nor to the other properties
along Chalk Pit Lane unfortunately. | have contacted Openreach, but am yet
to hear back from them.

Further to my information on Windows 10 last month, | have had a few
people contact me. In a couple of cases | was able to switch on the TPM 2.0
module in their PCs only to find that the space available on the hard drives
was insufficient to install the upgrade, so a drive upgrade is needed first.

If you are unsure about what the Windows 10 retirement of support means
for you, please contact your PC support company or email me on
rob.matthews@Iittoncheney.org.uk and | will try to assist you. Rob Matthews

The Litton Cheney Trust

The Trustees invite applications for a grant from students resident in Litton
Cheney who will be proceeding to higher education and those leaving school
or college who will be commencing full time employment or an
apprenticeship. Please apply in writing giving brief details of your plans on
leaving school. Those who have already received a grant from the Trust and
are continuing with a second or subsequent year of study are invited to
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reapply for a further grant. Letters of request should be sent or delivered to
the Secretary to the Trustees Mr Freddie Spicer, 8 Garden Close by 31st
August.

Edward Morello - MP for West Dorset - Thursday 14th
August - 3.00pm - LATCH
Edward Morello will be holding a Question & Answer session at LATCH on

14t August at 3.00pm. Further details to come so watch out for FB and
posters closer to the date.

What'’s on at Litton and Thorner’'s Community Hall (LATCH) in August
REGULAR EVENTS

Wednesdays 4.30 - 5.45 Table Tennis (Ron Davidson 482661
or Paul Kingston 482162)

7.00 pm Mindful Movement (Jane Hutchins 07882 527697)
OTHER EVENTS
Wednesday 6t 7.30 pm Book Club in meeting room
Friday 8th 10.00 am Artsreach Children’s Workshop
Saturday 9t 6.30 pm NCI Dinner
Thursday 14t 3.00 pm Edward Morello MP Q & A
Monday 18t 2.00 pm Artsreach Children’s Show

Coming up......Saturday 6t September: Village Café in aid of St. Mary’s Church

Village Cafés: The hall is available for hire free of charge on Saturday mornings for a Café to
raise funds for any group. It's a good social event for the community and always popular.
Hall Bookings/viewings: Wendy Firrell 01308 482532 wtlitton@gmail.com

Bride Valley Vineyard - Invitation to a Picnic on Friday 15t August

Our picnic in the vineyard event in June was a great success with such a
good local turn out - and people asking for us to put on another one before
summer is over! So, we are going ahead with a final picnic in the vineyard
event on Friday 15t August, 5.00-8.00pm for those who missed the one in
June and for those who wish to enjoy the vineyard again.

Tickets are £5 per adult and include a glass of sparkling wine. Further wine
by the glass and bottle will be available to purchase throughout the evening.
Children are welcome and dogs on a short lead. There will be tables and
chairs in our Tasting Tent to enjoy your picnic on and we encourage you to
bring along a picnic rug.

Tickets can be booked here:
https://bridevalleyvineyard.com/product/picnic-in-the-vineyard-1508
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BRIDE VALLEY FILMS at Litton Cheney Village Hall.

We hope everyone is having a grand summer and enjoying the amazing
weather.
Here are some dates for our autumn season.

2nd October: Bridget Jones Mad About the Boy
6th November: Maria.

Look out for details in September’s BVN or on the website
http://www.littoncheney.org.uk/bridevalleyfilms.htm

Puncknowle, Swyre & West Bexington
Village Correspondents:

Elizabeth Slater (Puncknowle)
liz@ruddle.org.uk Tel: 01308 897751
Jill Neill (Swyre & West Bexington)
Jill.neill@live.co.uk Tel 01308 897479
Village website:
https://puncknowle-swyre-pc.gov.uk

Puncknowle, Swyre and West Bexington Village Hall
100 club results

March: April:

1st Meryl Edwards 1st Lyn Jennings

2nd Nick Tait 2nd Marion Hurley

May: June:

1st Lee Taylor 1st Meryl Edward’s

2nd Ross Wallace 2nd Rosemary and David Lyth
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Neighbourhood plan

We were disappointed to receive notification from the funding body (Locality)
that grants for Neighbourhood Planning have been withdrawn as part of the
recent government spending review. The option to produce a Neighbourhood
Plan is still available but challenging without funding.

This is new, so the impact is still being assessed at both the local and
national levels. Over the next month, we will review the progress made to
date, what still needs to be done, and assess whether we can complete the
plan. We are enormously grateful for the support given by the community
and our stakeholders over the past three years. A further update will be
issued when we have clarified our next steps.

John Marsh, Chair of the Parish Council

August Songs of Praise in Swyre

All are welcome to our 6.00pm Songs of Praise in August at the Church of
the Holy Trinity, Swyre. They will run for four weeks starting on Sunday 3rd
August. On 24th August there will be a cream tea in the church beforehand
starting at 4.00pm. No tickets but your support and donations are welcome.

Long Bredy

Village Correspondent: Rebecca Grove
01308 482882 bvn@longbredy.org.uk
Village web-site: www.longbredy.org.uk

Long Bredy 100 Club June Results

£30.00 No. 79 J. Greener
£15.00 No. 112 J. & F. Farley
£5.00 No. 15 J. Cain
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Church news
Church Tower Repairs

The repair of the Tower has started at the Church - till further notice the
Church will be locked. Services remain as normal.

St Peter’s Day

A full Church enjoyed a wonderful service with a live band and dancing - a
celebration for our Church and a farewell to Rev’d Liz Howlett.

Amazing refreshments were served in the Churchyard with everyone
appreciating the glorious surroundings.

Fishes on lines and paper boats were made in the craft section - some hung
on the display tree. Some attempting the St Peter’s Quiz, which was
challenging.

Once the Church is open (hopefully August) the craft and quiz will be in the
Church for anyone to do - lovely way to spend an afternoon. Refreshments
will be available.

Coming up in August...
Coffee Break

July Coffee Break will take place Saturday 9th August from
10.30am to 12.00noon in the Village Hall.

Come Along Inn

August’s ‘Come Along Inn’ will be opening on Friday, 22rd August, 5.30pm -
9.00pm in the Village Hall. Please email aking44634@aol.com or ring
01308 482270 if you have any questions.
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Burton Bradstock

Village Correspondent: Pat Grafton
patgrafton43@gmail.com Tel: 01308 898264
Village web-site: www.burtonbradstockvillage.or.

ﬁ A St Mary’s Church Fete -
Thursday 7th August
St Mary’s Burton Bradstock
Come along at 1.00pm on Thursday 7th
August to enjoy a quintessential Village
= Fete in the Rectory Gardens and the

- U0 Mere  Seehee Touts

sy Y Veddy 4 b Bester *  Mnedine
G
ane

TR e ‘ - Village Hall in Burton Bradstock. Adopt a
‘:' /A\ "y Teddy, Soak the Rector, play the Human
I / A \ Fruit Machine, watch Magic shows, take

/A\\ A\, partin the many games or just wander
' i I ‘ 1\ lr among the Craft and Book Stalls. Grab a

bargain on the White Elephant Stall,
Thursday 7th August lunch on a burger and/or have a
Lhopmte 0% delicious Cream Tea.

ENTRY 1 Underi2 FREE
Inthe Rectory Garden and Village Hall

Magic Show, Games, Stalls, BBQ and lots more...
Cream Teas from 2.00pm

A village event like this relies on volunteers to man the stalls and games and
to help with putting up and taking down of the marquees etc. If you think you
can help, please contact the relevant person below:

Co-ordinator: Peter Tompkins 897043
peterjtompkins@hotmail.com
Erecting/Dismantling Volunteers

Games: Alan Rawlinson 897554 arrawlinson@hotmail.com
Bottles - Full and empty screw cap wine bottles needed prior to Fete for
‘Water into Wine’

Stalls:
Co-ordinator ~ Carol Brown 07470 090967 carolb0530@gmail.com

Bottle Tombola Carol Brown
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Full bottles of Wine, Beer, Spirits, Soft Drinks etc.
Teatime Crockery Carol Brown

Happy to collect or bring to Hall on Wed 6 Aug 2 to 4 pm
White Elephant Chrissie Bailey 07766 912403

Ed Hubbard 07873 980534

Saleable items in good clean condition please

Children’s Stall & Kate Shemildt 07808 730984
Adopt a Teddy Children’s Toys and Teddies in good condition please

Book Stall Mike Green 897215

Cakes & Preserves: Gill Redford 897043
Please take cakes & preserves to the Village Hall on the morning of the Fete

Plants & Garden Cilla Jones 898473

Produce: Please clearly label and deliver donations to the
Rectory Garden on the morning of the Fete

Grand Draw: Liz Orza897451 lizorza@hotmail.co.uk
Tickets from the Post Office or Committee Members from Monday 7 July

Hampers: Liz Orza897451 lizorza@hotmail.co.uk
A hamper is on the Font steps in Church for donations of assorted items
including food and drink (non-perishable).

The Village Hall will be open on Wednesday 6th August from 2.00pm to
4.00pm to receive any donations, including items for the White Elephant and
Book Stalls, Children’s Toys, Teddies etc.

We would be grateful to have your help on Wednesday 6th August from
5.00 pm and on Thursday 7th August from 8.30am to set up marquees and
gazebos and then to take down and clear up after the Fete at around
4.00pm.

Thank you in advance for your help and support in making this Church Fete
successful.

Church Fete Team

27



Tots Time

By the time you read this, hopefully all the Tots and their families will be
enjoying a relaxing summer break!

We did manage to make the Fantastic Fiery Flapjacks for Fathers (a week
late for Father’s Day!). Nice and gooey, gobbled up by all. They were made
indoors in the church kitchen but most of our time this half term has been
outside, which is so much appreciated. Tots have had fun painting, playing
with play dough and using puppets with varying degrees of success, to
enliven the Bible stories.

On 27t June we had a special Tots' Time

when we presented the 'leavers ' with their

gifts as they start 'big school' properly in

September. We wished Wilf and Edie every

happiness in the future. The occasion was

extra special because Mrs. Pam Atkinson

(widow of our former Rector, the Rev'd

John Atkinson) who started the 'Tiny Tots

and Pram Service' in 1994, came to join

us unexpectedly, along with quite a

number of other unexpected guests,

including our present Rector, Rev'd

Andrew and Loveday. Amid all the

glorious, happy chaos | made an attempt

at telling the story of Peter and John

healing the lame man at the temple in the Name of Jesus, by the power of
the Holy Spirit. Andrew waved the lame man puppet, children handled John
and Peter and other characters, Ryder made 'Jesus' ascend into heaven
(earlier) and then we sang 'Jesus' love is very wonderful'. Edie and Wilf
spread cottage cheese on biscuits and served the adults and we all enjoyed
a party with lots to eat.

Ryder and | were very touched by the gifts and lovely cards we received from
the Tots' families and from the church, as we are ending our time with Tots'
Time on 11t July. We have loved being with you all, and your kindness to us
has been exceptional. We shall try to pray for you all into the future, and
hopefully meet you around the village from time to time.

SINCERE THANKS are due to Audrey Smith and Liz Orza for all their hard
unstinting work at Tots' Time over so many years. Their commitment and
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support has been unwavering and we are immensely grateful. Thank you
too to Elaine Upson for 'stepping into the breach' at emergency times when
really needed. Caroline A-W has every week provided and prepared endless
cucumber and carrot sticks, and satsuma segments and halved seedless
grapes. Thank you so much. We are also grateful to Steve Smith and Mary
and lan Ibbotson for practical 'heavy-lifting' before and after Tots' Time in all
weathers. What amazing team-work

We wish you all well, and for any future information please contact Audrey on
01308 897227, Liz on 01308 897451 or Helen on
BVchurchesTA@outlook.co.uk or contact the Rector.

God bless you all, with our love,
Ryder and Heather

Burton Bradstock Village Hall
Village Hall Bookings

Should you wish to use the Hall at any time, the booking officer can be
contacted via email at bbvht.bookings@gmail.com or by phone on
01308897648.

Coffee Mornings

The popular monthly coffee mornings where you can get a sensibly priced
coffee/tea and cake plus a chat with friends will be held on the dates below.
They run from 10:00am to 12:00noon and all are welcome.

No Coffee Morning in August.

Wed 10th September: Friends of the Library

Burton Bradstock Films

Takes a summer break and will resume in September.

Look for details of the films in the September BVN.

During the break a comprehensive review of the projection system will take
place to eradicate the recent glitches.

General Information

August is a quiet period for the Hall Trust, although the Hall is busy with the
Music and Arts Festival, routine maintenance and repairs. Plans are in place
for some roof repairs, hall floor refurbishment and a general clean up.
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Burton Bradstock Village Hall “200 Club”
July 2025 Draw

Congratulations to the winners:

st £33.00 No 115: Mr John Worsley
2nd £16.50 No 04: Mr John Grantham
3rd £8.25 No 23: Mr Richard Ferre

Anyone wanting to become a member in time for the August 2025 draw
should telephone Keith Britton on 01308 898008 and let him have £5 -
one pound for each monthly draw in the year. There are double prizes in the
December draw.

WDDC Licence no: SLO0O80

Burton Bradstock Village Society

August is a quiet month for Society events while the Committee recovers
from the Flower and Produce Show. Membership cards will be with all
members by now and if not please let the Secretary know.

Thanks to the kindness of the BVN editors who extended the deadline for us
we can give you a short report on the Flower and Produce Show:

On a beautiful day the Village showed its true depth of talent in all age
groups. The children’s exhibits were brilliant both from the school and in the
cookery. We were particularly delighted with increased numbers of Open
Floral exhibits while the number and quality of craft items goes up yearly
making life demanding for the Judge.

Despite the drought, we were pleased with the standard and number of
entries in the open classes where there was a fine exhibition of vegetables,
fruit and flowers. There was a total of 232 entries over the 68 classes.

In the afternoon the Hall was packed with Villagers for viewing and the
Trophy awards despite the heat. This gave the whole event a lovely inclusive
community atmosphere.

The trophy winners were:

Louis/May cup (Fruit & Vegetables): Richard Ferre (pictured below)
Bugler Cup (Roses): Annie Grantham

Cracroft Challenge cup (Flowers): lan Halsey (pictured below)
Gordon Knight cup (Pot Plants): Val Grice

Flower Arranger Trophy: Pat Neale
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Cookery & Home Produce: Joint equal, Marion Stewart-Smith, Linda
Ashman

Grove House Cup (Best Woodwork/metal/etc): Roger Hall
Knightsmith Trophy (Preserves): Pat & Peter Broomhead

Mallinson Cup (Handicrafts): Janet Pearson

David Barnikel Cup (Photography): Linda Ashman

Millennium Trophy (Art): Linda Thomas

Our 2025-26 season of evening meetings starts in the Village Hall as usual
on the 12th September at 7.30pm with a talk entitled “Quirky Bridport”. This
will be a good one for all with history, weird facts and humour about our
favourite local town. Tegwyn Jones is an author, local historian and volunteer
at Bridport Museum.

Doors open at 7.00pm, talk starts 7.30pm, £1:50 members, £5 non-
members.

Burton Bradstock Festival of Music and Art 2025

When you read this, there will only be a couple of weeks to go before the
Festival begins. Within a couple of weeks of ticket sales getting underway,
quite a number have been snapped up. So, it’s worth reminding everyone
that this year the organisers of the Festival of Music are introducing TV
screens into the Church on an experimental basis. There is no denying the
architecture of a medieval church presents considerable challenges to a
modern audience, so this will be a new experience for all those present, and
especially those seated further back. It should enhance everyone’s
enjoyment and feedback will be very welcome.

The programme is packed full of variety; Americana and bluegrass from
Jaywalkers; jazz from Ellington to Evans will feature a tribute to Oscar
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Peterson whose 100t birthday falls on August 15th; The ‘Vorspiel and
Liebestod’ from Tristan and Isolde marks a first for Richard Wagner in a
festival programme. James Bond, Harry Potter and Dr Who will be heard in
the village on the evening of August 14th. Don’t miss them! For all the up-to-
date information and concert details please look on the website
www.burtonbradstockfestival.com

Meanwhile the art organisers have selected 45 exhibitors this year, of whom
12 will be bringing their works to display for the first time, across all
categories. This promises to be a marvellous, colourful exhibition of works
for sale in all price categories. Entry is free, and with long opening hours, you
might want to make more than one visit, not to mention more than one
purchase.

Jennifer Malyon
jennifermalyonbbd@gmail.com

The Friends of Burton Bradstock Library

This year’'s Summer Reading
Challenge started on 5t July on the
theme of ‘Story Garden - Adventure
in Nature and the Great Outdoors’. It
is open to all children aged 4 to 11
and encourages reading for pleasure
during the summer holidays.
Children register at the library and

receive a collector poster. They are asked to read 6 books over the summer

(or more of course!) and are given a sticker for each book read which they

can pop onto their poster. A medal is awarded in the

library after all 6 books have been returned, plus a

certificate will be presented at school or in the library.

There will be books on display which relate to the

theme so please encourage youngsters to sign up and

take part.

We will be holding a Lego Morning on Thursday 21st
August to which all children are invited. It is a free
event from 10.00am to midday and we ask that
children be accompanied by an adult. There is plenty of
Lego to go round!
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Everyone is welcome to choose books for the summer so call in or browse
online. We also provide photocopying, laminating, jigsaws to borrow, public
computers, help with digital issues, and of course, a friendly atmosphere!
Have a good summer!

Looking ahead, our Library will be hosting the monthly Coffee Morning in the
Village Hall on Wednesday 10th September and there will be a sale of
second-hand books in the Library at the same time. All welcome!

Normal opening hours are:
Monday 2.00-4.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am-12noon
Thursday & Saturday 2.00-4.00pm
..... but we will be closed on Bank Holiday Monday 25t August.

burtonbradstocklibrary@gmail.com
www.burtonbradstockvillage.org/library
01308 897563

Sue Brown
Chairman

Burton Bradstock Bridge Club

We are a very friendly group who meet in the village hall every Tuesday
afternoon from 1.45pm until 4.30pm to play duplicate bridge. If you have
played bridge before but feel you are a bit rusty this would be ideal! We
could find you a partner if necessary and you would be assured of an
enjoyable afternoon with a break for tea and biscuits. Please come and
make some new friends. For more information, please contact Kathy on
01308 485626.

Burton Bradstock Coffee Mates

There will be no Coffee Mates in August because the church is in use for the
Music Festival.
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Burton Bradstock WI

Well July was certainly a busy month!

First up it was Competition Time at our monthly meeting and there were
many entries in the various categories.

Congratulations to the winners, as follows, with some close-up photos of
their beautiful work:

Watercolour by Linda Thomas Other medium by Irene Halsey Complicated knitting by Jean

Filby
Any other craft item by Jean Photographic subject of Buildings
Filby Salisbury Cathedral Cloisters by Marianne
Husband

Well done to everyone who took part. It was nice to see what talented
members we have! The evening was rounded off with refreshments and a
quiz.

The following morning it was the turn of the WI to run the Village Coffee Stop
morning, so the items were left on display for everyone to admire.
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There is no meeting in August but a trip has been arranged to Burrow Farm
Gardens and, of course, we shall be running the cake stall at the Church
Fete on 7th August as usual. Hope to see you there!

Janet Pearson
898346

Greenfingers
Cilla’s August Checklist

Prioritise watering, looking for those plants

that dry out & wilt quickly in the sun. Keep

deadheading spent blooms to prolong the

flowering season of your border & pot grown

plants. Deadhead lavender. Sow cornflowers. Pot

up any self-sown seedlings to grow on & plant out
next spring. Collect seed ready to sow in the autumn or keep until the spring.

Feed salad crops in containers with a high-nitrogen liquid fertiliser; use a
high potash feed for tomatoes to encourage ripening. Continue to sow spring
cabbages. Plant sprouting broccoli & protect them from the butterflies &
pigeons. Prune summer raspberries as soon as all the fruit has been
harvested. Harvest or pinch out basil frequently for bushier growth.

& finally...
One of my herbs told me | was doing a good job in the garden
...It was an encourage mint.

See you in September, with hopefully new jokes!

Could you Write for the BVN?

We would like to extend our coverage of the Bride Valley into both
more general and specific topics, and if you could contribute
please let the editor know or contact your local village
correspondent. Contributions between 250 and 300 words please,
and we can include a picture or two as well.

35



Burton Bradstock Parish Council

Village Clean-up

The annual village clean-up was a
great success and very well
attended, we had ‘pickers’ ranging
in age from 1 year to 90 years old.
Well done to all involved.

VJ Day
As a mark of respect, we will be lighting the beacon on Friday 15t August at
9.00pm.

Save the Date
Community Apple Pressing, Saturday 4th October, Donations of apples

welcome!
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Littlebredy

Village Correspondent: Tim Laycock

Email: t.laycock70@gmail.com
Tel: 01308 482443
Village website: http://www.littlebredy.com

The media circus has moved on, and life has started to settle down in the
village. It now seems that access to the waterfall and park may be re-opened
to the public at certain times, subject to the safety checks and risk
assessments required nowadays, which will be good news to everyone who
enjoys the peace and tranquillity of Littlebredy.

Meanwhile, the Past Participate team have been back, this time at the head
of the Valley of Stones, where they have been excavating a brick kiln. During
the eighteenth century clay was excavated on the site, shaped in wooden
moulds and fired in the kiln. Eventually, perhaps when the arrival of the
railway to Abbotsbury brought cheap, mass-produced bricks, the kiln ceased
to operate, and was demolished. A clay pipe of the type common in the
1850’s found amongst the broken bricks may be a clue to the time of
demolition. An unexpected bonus was the discovery nearby of a previously-
unknown sarsen stone, hidden under the topsoil. Further investigation will
be needed to find out whether it was once standing at the head of the valley.

Down in the village, work has been going on in the church to restore the
stained-glass windows, and to repoint some of the stonework and install new
guttering. For two weeks the bells were silent, to allow the builders safe
access to the tower, where their predecessors have left graffiti. When the
roof was retiled some years ago, a message was found on the timbers dating
back to the early years of WW2, saying ‘Soon got to join the army to fight
Hitler’.

The last window to be restored will be the great east window, which will be
taken away in August by Dan Humphries and his team to their workshop in
Glastonbury. The empty window frames will be boarded up, but we will be
inviting children and their families to help to brighten up the boards with
artwork until the glass windows return!
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The Rev Dr Gary Bowness continues
his tongue-in-cheek letters from
Uncle Eustace

My dear Nephew Darren

Anyone who thinks that the English are a

peaceful race has obviously never organised

the annual pumpkin growing competition.

Very regrettably, one of the Pilgrim Fathers sent a handful of pumpkin seeds to
a relation in this parish in the 17th century and ever since, the church has been
obliged to hold an annual competition to see who can grow the largest. I suspect
some of the original recipients of those seeds still compete. There is a certain
irony that the church, which is supposed to promote peace and harmony,
sponsors the most war-like activity in the annual calendar.

Mobilisation starts at the beginning of the year when seeds are planted. From
that moment on, every other potential entrant is regarded as the Enemy. Once
seedlings are planted out, then heavy armaments are placed at boundaries to
deter possible invasion. By late Spring, paranoia has taken over and rumours
begin to circulate of espionage and sinister undetectable herbicides. Anyone in
the village with a beard is looked on with deep suspicion.

In the weeks before the competition, homes, partners and children are
abandoned, as contestants talk to their pumpkins by day and snhuggle up with
them at night. Should bad weather arrive at this point, then I am blamed for not
having prayed sufficiently fervently for sunshine and light rain. If only I had
such influence.

On the day before the show, tables are put out and woe betide anyone who
places their cake stand where Mrs Cholmondeley has put her tea urn for the
past 25 years; she now believes she has squatters’ rights to that place, and any
challenge to her claim would probably result in litigation.

I find this competitive spirit a little bemusing, as for the last 25 years, the Earl
of Stowe has always won first prize. That his mother, the Dowager Countess, is
the judge, is, I am sure, pure coincidence. That she has arrived for the past
three years with a white stick and accompanied by a golden Labrador does,
however, raise doubts.
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To award the Earl any prize at all does seem a little unfair, when the only time
he ever gets mud on his boots is when he falls off his horse while hunting. T
suspect he would be hard pressed to find where the kitchen garden is on his
estate. But to give any credit to his gardening staff would be seen as bad form,
so we all keep quiet.

It has been tentatively suggested that another judge should be appointed, but
no one has so far had the courage to step forward. They may have the privilege
of nominating the winner, but they would also have to face a 12-month period of
hatred from all those who were not successful. Christmas card lists will be
amended. Families may have sat next to them in church for generations, but
would suddenly find it more congenial to worship in another part of the church.
Letters would be strangely mis-delivered, and the butcher's boy would suddenly
deliver lamb when pork had been ordered. Who could dare to take on such a
poisoned chalice?

Your loving uncle, Eustace

/\ Long's Plumbing &
Property Maintenance
PROFESSIONAL & RELIABLE

PLUMBING & HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES

v Home repairs

v Emergency call outs
v Bathroom repairs

v Local and reliable
v Plumbing and drainage

v New kitchen or bathroom installations
v Leaks and blockages

Call us on 07895 728531 for appointments




Your Local Electrician & Solar Experts

At Ellward-5mith Electrical Services
Ltd, we handle everything electrical,
from small repairs to full rewiring.
Cur tearm of qualified electricians
are ready for any job, big or small.

Interested in going green? We
specialise in solar pansl
instaliation, battery storage, and EV
chargers, offering sustainable
solutions to reduce your energy
bills and carbon footprint.

Contoct us today for a free quote!

Home Help & Support Services Offered Throughout
Bridport, Beaminster, and Darchester Areas:

+ Personal Care, Medication, & Night Care

* Companionship & Welfare Visits P"
* Meal Preparation & Shopping Visits
* Transportation

* Cleaning & Laundry/ Ironing Service
« (ffice & Holiday Let Cleaning

* End of Tenancy Cleaning

* Dog Walking & Pet Sitting HOME HELP & SUPPORT

* Administration Support

have gver 16 years of adult care experience supporting a range of indhviduals with varying health & social
care needs. Being gqualified to NVQY Diploma levels 2, 3, and 5 and having spent almost ten years working
as a Registered Care Manager within both Residential & Home Care settings. | have a further 50+ adult
care, lifest Cha Lo |r'.=.r'.1;._',£~:r'|-r'l related courses to which sSupport me o offer YL the above

quality and professional services,

Being fully insured, referenced D85 checked: Please contact me for a free no obligation information
pack issued via post or email andf or a free informal home visit to discuss your home support needs

Contact 07882800613 or email ivershomesolutions@hotmail.com
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PERCIVAL
OSTEOPATHS

Osteopathy for Babies, Children and Adults
Cranio-sacral, structural and
Perrin Technique (for ME/CFS)

Litton Cheney, Dorset 01308 482703
Or book on line at Percivalosteopaths.co.uk

[ )
b ‘ I d e Call or text Sean on:

07787 597871

va I I e q Bride Valley Cleaning
cleaoning

* EXTERIOR CLEANING

* MOSS REMOVAL

* GUTTER CLEANING & CLEARING

* SOFFITS & FACSCIAS CLEANING

* STEAM CLEANING

* “‘REACH AND WASH” WINDOW CLEANING

* PRESSURE WASHING SERVICE - PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS ETC

Fully insured and based in the Bride Valley

41




Keep This Number Handy
You May Need it to Contact...

Call on

serving Bridport and the surrounding area

Little Fones
Landscapese.

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: Traditional, Abstract, Continental, Cost Efficient & Low Maintenance.

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION: Groundwork, Driveways, Walling, Decking & Fencing
to Paths, Patios, Ponds & Pergolas, Border Creation & Planting.

GARDEN RESTORATION: Historic Manors & Cottage Gardens Recycled & Regenerated

GARDEN CARE & MAINTENANCE: All forms of Garden Works Undertaken,
Lawn Care, Border Maintenance, Professional Pruning.

ARBORICULTURE & CONSERVATION: Woodland & Wildlife Habitat Management,
all forms of Tree Surgery & Planting, Hedge Laying, Seeding & Spraying.

EFFICIENT COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS AND PERSONAL GARDENERS

01308 455755 =
info@littlefones.co.uk m WILDFLC YWER TURF'
www.littlefones.co.uk BALI
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BRIGHT BRIGHTEN UP

COUNTRY STORE YOUR DAY

HAND CRAFTED SINCE 1982 | WE MAKE, SUPPLY AND FIT FENCES & GATES

OUR COUNTRY STORE IS ALL YOU NEED FOR:
* FENCING
* HANDCRAFTED GATES
* SHEDS & STORES
¢ ANIMAL HOUSING

Telephone 01308 421545 « www.johnbrightfencing.com

Paverlands Farm, Salway Ash, Bridport, Dorset DT6 5HT

TONY HUMPHREY BUILDING

VALUE QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

HISTORICAL and LISTED BUILDING SPECIALIST

e Alterations & refurbishments e Carpentry and General Building
¢ New Build, Extensions & Renovations

Fully insured family business with over 40 years’ experience
Excellent References
One job undertaken at a time to guarantee complete focus on your project

For free estimates and advice please contact Tony
Mobile: 07742 097514 Email: humphreythebuilder@gmail.com




GRASSBY & SONS LTD

Proud to have served the
local community since

FUNERAL SERVICE
8 Princes St, Dorchester

MEMORIAL MASONS
Dorchester Road, Grimstone

www.grassby-funeral.co.uk Tel: (01305) 262338
www.grassby-stone.co.uk Tel: (01305) 269678

The Home Selection Specialists

“The carpet store that comes to your door”

Choose in comfort at home

Free home select service for: Carpets - Vinyl's
Wood Flooring - Laminates
Brought to you at very competitive prices

Call Steve, John or Lea

01305 753998

Or visit our showroom at:
Unit 1, Grove Trading Estate, Dorchester, DT1 1ST

carpetselect.co.uk / Email: info@carpetselect.co.uk




Upholstery by Gillian
freshen up your favourite furniture

m: 07817 239 783 t: 01308 456002
uapholsterygbygillian@gmail.com

A ] Wakely @ Sons

Independent Family Funeral Directors

On Your Marks

Gardening & Handyman Service

. Afriendly and trusted local garden maintenance and handyman
- 24 Hour Service - professional, here to carry out a range of services, such as:

Private Chapels of Rest

Lawn Mowing
Hedge Trimming
Weeding
General Garden Maintenence
Pressure Washing
And other odd jobs

www.ajwakely.com

9 et pBE
) Bridport Tel: 01308 423726
Beaminster Tel: 01308 862358
Lyme Regis Tel: 01297 443835

Please contact Simon Wakely, or a member of our
dedicated team for any advice or guidance.

Contact Mark on

® 07900112060

@ markpiles9@gmail.com
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N Brook Brothers
¢ Landscaping and Garden Maintenance

Services Include

~ p Routine Garden Maintenance
g’. \l"r AN .me '\_EE LeaMbs Hedge and Small Tree Cutting
Pressure Washing
Paving - Lawn Care
Pergolas - Fencing g@__(.,?E. oyt
Patios R e

Weekly Cleans - Holiday Lets
Office Cleans - End of Tenancy
Construction Cleans - Laundry Services

07711567515 Call Sam - Mobile: 07498 165867
jwcoastalcleans@gmail.com Tel: 01308 898741

| Stephen Field

Painting and Home Renovation

Woodwork and Carpentry
Fixture and fittings
All household repairs considered

© stephenfield24@hotmail.co.uk

L © Tel: 01308 456059
B Mob: 07952203093

@ fourniersitd.co.uk
&= craig@fourniers.co.uk

Central heating Oil Boiler servicing and breakdowns

| 0il AGA Servicing and breakdowns
| AGA 13amp Electric conversions carried out.

Oil Boiler Service & Maintenance
.

For a Local personal service, based in Bradford Peverell, Dorchester, Dorset
Call us now on 01305 262411
Emergency Line 07949 384326




= Fully Trained and Registered.

% = Certificates Provided for
JOBSON'S =
C HIMNEY SW EE PS = £5,000,000 Public Liability.
= Traditional Brush & Vac

. . Methods Used.
Clean | Professional | Friendly . Power Sweeping Available

Based in the Bride Valley (If Necessary).
Call or text Callum:

Tel: 01308 301210 "
Mob: 07444411210 I ey

Email: office@jobsonschimneysweeps.com

Traditional Chimney Sweeps

= Family Run for 20+ years.

. WA
- "'-{-

WD

=
o

Ol o =

Lee Quincey Landscapes

a[f asyects ofgar«fen WOTE uncferraﬁen incfud’ing

Fencing, pergolas, turfing, hedge cutting, trellis work, sheds,
shed bases, decking, patios, garden maintenance and more.
Also available for house and shed clearance.

Over 16 years experience
Call us on 01308 482279 or 07896 326099 for a free quotation

Or visit www.leequinceylandscapes.com

Makers
& Menders YOU I Adve rt
Fu(r)rf;i;)uf;gs ThIS Slze

For Under £8!

Traditional Roman Blinds
Curtains & Cushions

Repairs - Repurposing - Light Upholstery Em al |
07716 729005 sewsavina@gmail.com
laurasavinasewing.co.uk bVCtC@OUtI 00 k.COm
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HIVE BEACH CAFE
SET BREAKFAST DEAL

HOT DRINK & JUICE* WITH ANY BREAKFAST FROM OUR SET MENU

e from Apple, P ppl nd Orange juice and Tea America . Other hot dri k
d h t drink add-o aila b[ for asu rcho price. Please ask our crew for the add-ol
selec and h t d nk pric

ALL FOR JUST £'I6 50

Learn more and book a table by

scanning here
Beach Road, Burton Bradstock, DT6 4RF 1:r
www.hivebeachcafe.co.uk | 01308 897070

THE CLUB HOUSE

SATURDAY AFTERNOON
WOODFIRE GRILL SESSIONS

JOIN US FROM 12-4PM EVERY SATURDAY FOR OUR
WOODFIRE GRILL SESSIONS IN THE CLUB HOUSE
GARDEN

i1=[@) Learn more and book a

Beach Road, West Bexington, DT2 9DG
www.theclubhousewestbexington.co.uk | 01308 898302




CG Fry & Son

Est. 1930

CG Fry & Son’s highly experienced Contracting Department offer
a bespoke service covering all aspects of new build, restoration,
and refurbishment for both private and commercial clients.

For more information call 01308 482000 or emaiil
contracting@cgfry.co.uk | cgfry.co.uk
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Early Morning
Newspapers
S e e | delivered

Guttering & UPVC Call Mike on:
01308 898 744

Tel: 01308 863809 | Mobile: 07976 372045 Bride Valley Newsagent Ltd.
Web: www.jimallenbuilding.co.uk E-mail: alljm996@aol.com Est. 2002

New Builds
Brickwork, Stonework,
Blockwork & Rendering

Carpet World

THE CARPET SPECIALISTS
FOR WEST DORSET

Trading for 40 years
Good old-fashioned personal service with
expert knowledge and our own highly skilled
carpet fitters.

Competitive prices, too.
Stockists of hand-made rugs
laminate and wood flooring

vinyl and LVT flooring

52A West Street (next to Waitrose), Bridport
Tel: (01308) 427081
www.carpetworld-bridport.co.uk

If your back goes out more than you do..
call us for help with muscalar aches and pains
Adams & Associates

Twist and Shout Osteopathic Health Centre
32 South Street Bridport DT6 3NQ  Tel: 01308 259996,/427033

Allied Health Professionsls providing “skilled manipulation”, ¢entle mobilisation
& soft tissue stretches, visceral and cranial- sacral osteopathy to aid vecovery

50




THE FORGE, POWERSTOCK

OFFICE: 01308 485201 - JODY: 07971 870873
EMAIL: jodyleaf@hotmail.co.uk

2025 Boxes Available to Reserve

RSET o IWHY

%o,

Light Beef

Meat Boxes

Born and Raised in the
Bride Valley

Carbon Negative

Sustainable & Delicious

Find out more and reserve yours
hammitonfarm.co.uk

Book your FREE
market appraisal today!

12a South Street, Bridport - 01308 459550
5 South Street, Axminster - 01297 33449

vicaryandco.com




Proprietor:
Christopher Lamble

“Over 20 Years of Proven
experience in the trade”

Call Chris for a free
no-obligation quotation
* Glass & Glazing
¢ External & Internal
Painting & Decorating

* Roof, Kitchen &
Bathroom Tiling

* Guttering

A |

]

* General
Carpentry

Tel: 01308 897095
Mob: 07798 750905
christopherlamble@btinternet.com

GHM
11, Barr Lane, Burton Bradstock
Bridport, Dorset DT6 4PX

MATT ATKINSON
TREE SURGEON

All tree and hedge work
undertaken

¢ Friendly ¢ Affordable
¢+ Reliable ¢ Fully Insured
¢+ NPTC Qualified

tel 01308 868503
mb 07960 060025

mattatkinsontreesurgery.co.uk

DANIEL
SHEPPARD

PAINTER & DECORATOR
BESPOKE SPRAYING
ROOF REPAIRS, PROPERTY MAINTENANCE,

HOUSE CLEARANCES, POWER WASHING,
GUTTER CLEANING & GLASS REPLACEMENT

07703 434 216 ®)

danielsheppard64@gmail.com

FUNERAL DIRECTORS &
MONUMENTAL MASONS

A. G. DOWN
66 SOUTH ST, BRIDPORT 01308 422643

Pre-arranged & prepaid funeral plans

Offices also at Dorchester, Axminster, Seaton,
Honiton & Ottery St. Mary

iz Hussey
L(ng g;l Hussey

George Hussey
DipFo AR
Jasmine Hussey

ode

T2
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AERIALS & CABLES
TV & RADIO AERIAL Jo Shackleton

INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS
“DIGI” UPGRADES .
FREEVIEW BOXES INSTALLED Plcture Framer

Established 40 years \\3 A Near Littlebredy

SR
AN
01297 443928 | o

Contact:

(ansaphone) 01308 482645
078 144 81833 07842 363445
(mobile) thedorsetframer@gmail.com

Dorset to Doorstep

Richard Kennelly - 07725 548013 email: dorsettodoorstep@gmail.com
www.dorsettodoorstep.co.uk

Licensed by
Dorset Council
%S—\) Freshly picked, old fashioned style English roses
: grown in our Dorset garden for gifts, weddings

C H ]: \] E \ and welcome hampers for holiday homes.

Unique hand tied bouquets, supplied in a stylish gift box, from £10 including delivery

Rose stems to create your own arrangements — £ 10 for 7 including delivery
in Winter other scented flowers are used e.g. narcissus and hyacinths

Welcome hampers containing local produce and a hand tied bouquet from £40

Free delivery within 30 miles of Bridport, Dorset

Contact me to discuss your requirements or visit the website for more information

www.rosacheney.com | emilycave@rosacheney.com | 01308 482266 / 07787 512386
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